
Psalm 12: Commitment to the Truth



This psalm is about the importance of commitment 
to the truth. 

God’s word is pure. The word of the arrogant, on the 
contrary, cannot be trusted. The psalmist describes 
it as corrupt. 

This is also a plea to God to stop the powerful using 
words to oppress the poor and to corrupt society. 

Psalm 12 (11)  (Mode 3.  3….12 / 4……271)



Give us your saving help, O Lord 
for no one respects the covenant.
Sincerity has disappeared 
from the human race.

‘This is the nation that did not obey the voice 
of the Lord their God, and did not accept discipline; 
truth has perished; it is cut off from their lips.’

(Jeremiah 7:28)
‘They bend their tongues like bows; 
they have grown strong in the land for falsehood, 
and not for truth; for they proceed from evil to evil, 
and they do not know me, says the Lord’(Jeremiah 9:3).



They utter lies to each other.
They speak from hearts that are false.
May the Lord silence all flattering lips, 
and tongues that make great boasts.

They say, ‘With our tongues 
we will always prevail. 
We can say whatever we like. 
Who is our master?’

The psalmist includes in his criticism those who use 
the judicial process to achieve their wicked purpose 
of despoiling the poor.



‘Like the glaze covering an earthen vessel 
are smooth lips with an evil heart. 
An enemy dissembles in speaking 
while harbouring deceit within; 
when an enemy speaks graciously, do not believe it, 
for there are seven abominations concealed within; 
though hatred is covered with guile, 
the enemy’s wickedness will be exposed in the assembly. 
Whoever digs a pit will fall into it, and a stone will 
come back on the one who starts it rolling.
A lying tongue hates its victims, 
and a flattering mouth works ruin’(Proverbs 26:23-28).



‘If  any  think  they  are  religious,  and  do  not  bridle 
their tongues but deceive their hearts, their religion 
is  worthless.  Religion  that  is  pure  and  undefiled 
before God, the Father, is this: to care for orphans 
and  widows  in  their  distress,  and  to  keep  oneself 
unstained by the world’(James 1:26-27).



‘The tongue is a small member, 
yet it boasts of great exploits. 
How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! 
And the tongue is a fire. 
The tongue is placed among our members 
as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole body, 
sets on fire the cycle of nature, 
and is itself set on fire by hell … 
With the same tongue we bless the Lord and Father, 
and with it we curse those who are made 
in the likeness of God’(James 3:5-9).



‘Ah, you that turn justice to wormwood, 
and bring righteousness to the ground! 
They hate the one who reproves in the gate, 
and they abhor the one who speaks the truth.’

(Amos 5:7, 10).

The Lord says: ‘Because of violence against the poor, 
because the needy groan, 
I will now rise up. 
I will keep them safe as they give their testimony.’



The Lord’s words are pure, 
like silver refined in a furnace.
It is you, Lord, who will take us into your care.
It is you who protect us from this generation.

See how the wicked prowl on every side,
while the worthless are highly prized.

‘Worthless: kerum = ‘heaped up slag’ OR ‘maggots’



Anyone who bewails the corruption of language 
in the private and public arenas 
will know what the psalmist is saying. 

Words are meant for communication of truth 
in the collaborative task and privilege 
of building a better world. 

When people for their own economic,  political, or 
personal advantage use words to deceive, 

the ‘poor and needy’ are the first victims, 
but the whole social fabric suffers decay.


